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It is a great opportunity with, Public Health and Engineering Department (PHED), 
Government of  Rajasthan to release the report on “Drinking Water Quality status in 
Urban Towns of Rajasthan 2022-23”.

The report is an outcome of  efforts made by the department to ensure persistent supply of  
safe drinking water (as per BIS norms) and in prescribed quality norms in urban towns of  
the state.

Urbanization has undergone an accelerated increase in the past couple of  decades. Cities 
and towns attract the public due to economic growth and opportunities for their 
development in life. As the population grows in cities, the burden on resources also 
increases. Increase in migration from rural to urban areas has resulted in increase of  
population and thereby an increase in areas of  town in need of  basic amenities like home 
food and drinking water etc. This situation has been putting enormous pressure on State 
exchequers to fulfill the increased need and to mitigate service problems and felt the 
necessity of  urban planning, management and governance, particularly with respect to safe 
drinking water supply & hygienic sanitation facilities.

All the 235 urban cities/ towns of  the state including 33 district headquarters are fully 
covered with Tap connections piped water supply schemes. 28 percent towns are based on 
surface sources and 50 percent towns depend on ground water sources. Rest 22 percent 
towns are connected with surface sources and ground water. All 7 major cities with 
divisional headquarters are connected with surface sources. In last few decades due to less 
rainfall in the state underground water has depleted drastically, resulting in decrease in yield 
of  underground sources and deterioration in water quality.     

According to this report, 176 towns have potable water supply, 48 towns have partially -
potable and remaining 11 towns have not potable water supply which needs to be connected 
with surface sources State Govt has made tremendous efforts in last 15 years to address and 
improve the water quality status in urban areas by shifting towns from underground sources 
to surface sources. 

The report indicates that 103 towns are well within the desirable limits of  BIS whereas 73 
towns are within the maximum Permissible limits of  BIS specifications with fraction of  
desirable & max. Permissible potable supply is 59 % and 41 % respectively. 

I congratulate the PHED lab team with team leader Sh. H.S Devenda Chief  Chemist on 
release of  this valuable document which been prepared by continuous compiling and 
analyzing the data. I am confident that the outcome of  the report will definitely help all 
stakeholders in addressing the water quality issues in urban areas of  the state of  Rajasthan. 
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We consider it a unique opportunity to express our heartfelt gratitude to Dr. Subodh 
Agarwal, IAS, ACS, PHED, GoR for being a constant source of  inspiration and for 
providing us with the opportunity to prepare the analysis of  drinking water quality in urban 
towns of  Rajasthan.

We would also like to extend our appreciation to our esteemed technical partner, UNICEF, 
with a special acknowledgment to Mr. Nanak Kumar Santdasani, WASH officer. His 
consistent motivation and guidance have been instrumental in strengthening systems to 
ensure access to safe water for communities across the state through the adoption of  the 
water safety Cycle approach, in alignment with the Nirogi Rajasthan initiative.

Furthermore, we are deeply grateful to Dr. S. S. Dhindsa, former Chief  Chemist of  PHED, 
Rajasthan, for his invaluable guidance in the field of  water quality. We also acknowledge the 
valuable contributions of  Dr. Pawan Labhsetwar from NEERI and the coordination and 
support provided by INREM, both collaborative partners of  UNICEF.

We extend our thanks to the members of  the PHED laboratory team for their inspiring and 
unwavering support, as well as to all the district chemists and technical staff  involved in the 
preparation of  this report. Special appreciation goes to Mrs. Seema Gupta (Superintending 
Chemist, Heavy Metal), Mrs. Sunita Yadav (Senior Chemist), Dr. Shahla Alam
(Senior Chemist), Mr. Sharad Shrivastava (Junior Chemist) & Mr. Hukam Singh 
Rajpurohit (State Consultant - WQ).
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